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Week 13: Variation and Change 

Practice Problems 
 
 

(1)  Variation in slang. Below is a collection of terms for getting inebriated. As you look through the 
list, compare your own current slang usage with that reported here. Which terms are new to you? 
Can you see how they may have originated? Are there terms here that you know as meaning 
something else? Why do you suppose there are so many different terms for this activity? 

 
get wasted loose hazed aced 
get stiff fried z’d pound a few 
snockered zoned blasted catch a cold 
crocked ripped plastered pissed 
slushed buzzed loaded toasted 
stoned tanked hammered tie one on 
shit-faced lubered blotto 

 
 

 
(2) Variation in our class. Fill out the online form for the class on variation in vocabulary (link here). 

In recitation, look at the data from the class (available here, once classmates have completed the 
form). Do you notice any patterns in what forms are used by Age, Gender, or Region? If your 
family members or friends are willing, you can invite them to fill out the form as well. 
 

 
 

(3) Factors influencing variation. Consider the following data illustrating the pin/pen merger, 
common in Southern speech patterns.  

 
Word Southern English Standard English 
pin [pɪn] [pɪn] 
pen [pɪn] [pɛn] 
lit [lɪt] [lɪt] 
let [lɛt] [lɛt] 
nick [nɪk] [nɪk] 
neck [nɛk] [nɛk] 
tin [tɪn] [tɪn] 
ten [tɪn] [tɛn]  
 

(a) Notice that [ɪ] and [ɛ] are not merged to [ɪ] in all contexts. Identify the phonetic 
environment that conditions the merger. 

(b) Based on your analysis in (a), indicate whether each of the following words would be 
pronounced with [ɪ] or with [ɛ] in these dialects: lid, led, kin, Ken, pick, peck, bin, Ben 

https://forms.gle/M9Rach1oDVuJXDtB7
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1uL45vSI94tawV662b70e2_ektZsOqPE7b_dB_pz6DDc/edit?usp=sharing
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(4) Look at the following versions of the Lord’s Prayer and Identify at least one type of change in the 
transformation between Old English and Modern English: sound change, morphological change, 
syntactic change, and semantic change. 

 
 

 
(5) Based on what you know about the outcome of sound change, do you think it is possible for two 

homonyms (like pair and pear) to be pronounced differently in the future just because of a sound 
change? Why or why not? 

 
 

 
(6) For each of the following sets of data below — Proto-Peninsular Spanish and 

Proto-Uto-Aztecan — use the comparative method to: 
 

(a) Set up the sound correspondences for each cognate set, and reconstruct the earlier form 
for the word from which the cognates have descended.  

(b) Establish the sound changes that have affected each language. Note that in some cases, 
the ordering of the changes is important. 
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