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LING001 - Exam 4 - Spring 2020
Read each question carefully

(1) 5 points | Your name and recitation section
(a) Student name:
(b) Recitation section number OR name of TA:

(2) 5 points | The exam’s honor code is “I affirm that I will not give or receive any unauthorized help
on this exam, and that all work will be my own.”
(a) Write out the exam’s honor code in the space below.

(b) Sign your name to indicate you intend to abide by the honor code.

Signature _____________________________

This exam may be taken at home, but you must work alone. Turn in a .pdf
of your exam via Canvas (accepted without penalty through May 12).
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(3) 14 points | Consider the English word point, which is highly ambiguous. Provide paraphrases of
4 distinct meanings that it has (1 point each). For each meaning, provide a word that comes close
to being synonymous (1 point each). Comment on what differences there are between them
which prevent complete synonymy (if any) (1 point each). Finally, name two of these meanings
which seem to be a case of polysemy (rather than homophony) . Briefly justify your answer (2
points).

(4) 8 points | For each of the following cases, state what the implicature is (2 points each) and
provide a brief explanation of how it arises in terms of Grice’s maxims (2 points each).
(a) A: Are they married?
B: They are engaged.

(b) John paid the bill and left the restaurant.

(5) 4 points | Propose a hyponym for each of the following words (1 point each):
(a) Appliance
(b) Musical instrument
(c) Furniture
(d) Fish
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(6) 12 points | For each of the following pairs of sentences, indicate which of the listed semantic
relations hold (this could be none, one, or more in any given case). Base your answers only on
the literal meaning of the sentence, and be sure to check all that apply.
(a) i. Every male student got a B.
ii. Some students got a B.
▢ (i) entails (ii)

▢ (ii) entails (i)

▢ contradictory

(b) i. Most librarians read long books.
ii. Most librarians don’t read anything.
▢ (i) entails (ii)

▢ (ii) entails (i)

▢ contradictory

(c) i. Half of the cookies contain wheat.
ii. Half of the baked goods contain wheat.
▢ (i) entails (ii)

▢ (ii) entails (i)

▢ contradictory

(d) i. Mary left the room.
ii. Mary didn’t stay in the room.
▢ (i) entails (ii)

▢ (ii) entails (i)

▢ contradictory

(7) 24 points | Choose one of the following prompts and write an essay response (300-400 words).
A rubric is available on Piazza at this URL: https://piazza.com/class/k7or64b9ygz2mn?cid=99
(a) Watch the YouTube video “Language Diversity at NC State”. Write an essay describing
your experience of dialect diversity at Penn. Give 2 concrete ideas for how Penn can
increase awareness of dialect diversity on campus.
Video URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQYNEHwDFhE
(b) Read “Are accents out?; Hey, Dude, Like NEH-oh Way!”. Write an essay answering the
following questions: How would you characterize your accent? What can people tell
about you from the way you speak? Do you like your accent? Have you ever felt proud or
embarrassed about the way you speak? (If your native language is not English, you may
write about either your accent in your native language or your accent when you speak
English.)
Essay URL: https://www.kathrynschuler.com/ling001/resources/are-accents-out.pdf
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(8) 8 points | Indicate whether the following statements are true or false
(a) The standard form of a dialect has the property of staying the same over time.
▢ TRUE
▢ FALSE
(b) Those whose language does not resemble that of the standard dialect have not
completely acquired a system of grammatical rules.
▢ TRUE
▢ FALSE
(c) Speakers of two dialects of a language, as defined by linguists, can always understand
what the other one says.
▢ TRUE
▢ FALSE
(d) The statement “A language is a dialect with an army and a navy” is quoted by linguists to
capture the notion that we need government institutions to ensure mutual intelligibility
among citizens.
▢ TRUE
▢ FALSE

(9) 8 points | Looking at the excerpt of Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde given below, identify at least
one of each of the following types of change in the transformation of English between Middle
English and Contemporary English (2 points each).
(a) sound change
(b) morphological change
(c) syntactic change
(d) semantic change
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(10)12 points | For the following data on Proto-Numic use the comparative method to:
(a) Set up the sound correspondences for each cognate set, and reconstruct the earlier form
for the word from which the cognates have descended.
(b) Establish the sound changes that have affected each language. Note that in some cases,
the ordering of the changes is important.

